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che whole Creation, are a ſufficient Check to the Narrownels of | be enough for us to ſay, That ſome in Enzland never Rent themſelves from 


/ 
\ Lehough the Benefits wherwith Almighty God has Univerſally Bleſt Separation. And traly , If there were no more in it then this, it would 


their Spirits, who would Unreaſonably Confine all Comfort of Life | the Church at all, much leſs for little Matters - that they never endeavour- 


within the ſtreight Compaſs of their own Party (as it torecced trom their 
Apprehenſions, whereof themſelves deny any Infallible Affurance, were 
' Reaſon good enough to deprive other Diſlenters of Nature's Inheritance, 
and which is more peculiar, ENGLAND's FREEDOMS) Yet 
- face it fares ſo meanly with thoſe Excellent Examples, that many vainly 
- think themſelves then beſt to anſwer the End of their being born into the 
World, when by a Severity, which leaſt of all reſembles the God of Love, 
they rigorouſly proſecute the Extirpation of their Brethren : Let it not 
ſeem Unreaſonable, or 111 timed, *that we offer to your more Serious 
Thoughts, the great Partiality and Injuſtice, that ſeem to be the Compani- 
ons of a Comprehenſion, who onely can be concern'd at this time, to pre- 
' vent 1t, by a more Large and Generous Freedom. 

' Firſt then, Liberty of Conſcience (by which we commonly underſtand 
the free Exercilc of any Diſſenting Perſwaſion) is but what has been gene- 
rally pleaded for, even by the Warmeſs Sticklers for a Comprehenſion, and 
one which it would be utterly Impoſſible, they ſhould be comprehen- 
ded: The Queſtion then will be this, What Ground can there be, why Some, 
and not All, ſhould be Tolerated? It muſt either reſpe& Conſcience , or Co+ 
- vernment : It it be upon Matter of meer Religion, What Reaſon is there 
that one Party ſhould be Tolerated , and another Reſtrained, fince all 
thoſe Reaſons, that may be urg'd by that Party, which is Comprehended, arc 
every whit as proper to the Party Excluded? For if the Former ſay, They 
are OrthoJex, fo fay the Latter too, If the one urge, It is Impoſſible they ſhould 


Believe without a Conviction ; that the Underflanding cannot be Forced; that Mild- | 


neſs moſt Gains ;, that the True Religion never Perſecuted that Severity is moſt Un- 
worthy of her , that Sound Reaſon tis the only Weapon which can Diſarm the Under- 
ftanding z, that Coertion doth rather obdurate then Soften , and that they therefore 
chuſe tobe Sincere Diſſenters, before Hypocritical Conformiſts: The other Party 
ſays theſame. Infine, There can be nothing ſaid tor Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, upon Pure Conſciencious Grounds, by any one Party in England, that 
every one may not be Intereſted in; unleſs Any will undertake to judge 
that of Five Sorts of Diſſenters, Two are really ſuch 01 CenviRtions, and 
Three upon meer Deſign. Bur it fuch Sentence would be lookt upon as 


' moſt Arrogant and Unjuſt, how can it be Reaſonable, that thoſe whom | 


ſome endeavour to exclude, ſhould be thus prejudg'd, andſuch as are com- 
pretended, be therelorc ſo only from a ſtrong Opinion of their Reality : 
We may conclude then, that ſince Liberty of Conſcience is what in it 
ſelf Compreheaders plead , and that it is evident to affirm this , or that, 
or the other Party orthodox, is but a meer Begging of the Queſtion. What 
may be urg'd for one, is forceable for any other: Conſcience (not moveable 
but upon ConvidFion) being what all pretend themſelves alike concerned in, 


But they ſay, that (ich as are like to be comprehended, are Perſons, wt | fi 


Eſentially Differing ; that it were pitty to exclude them whoſe Difference 
15 rather in Minute Matters, then any thing Subſtantial, whereas you Err in 
Fundamentals, But how Paradoxal ſoeyer ſuch may pleaſc to think it,that we 
ſhould therefore plead the Juſtice of taking thoſe in, Some unkindly would 
have left out, we know not; however, we believe it moſt Reaſonable to do ſo; 
For certainly the Reaſon for Liberty or Toleration, ſhould hold Proportion with 
the Weighty Cauſe of Diſſent, and the Streſs Conſcience puts upon it. 
Where Matters are Trivial, they are more blameable that make them a 
Ground for Diſſent , then thofe who perhaps (were that all the Difference) 
would never eſteem them worth Contending {or, much leſs that they ſhould 
Rend from that Church, they other-wiſc Confeſs to be a True One: So 
that whoever arc Condemnable,certainly thoſe who have been Authors and 
Promoters 'of Separation upon meer Toyes and Niceties, arc not moſt of all 
others to be Juſtified, Had they conſcienciquſly offer'd ſome Fundamental 
iſcontenr, and pleaded the Impoſſiblity of reconciling ſome Doctrines 
With their Reaſon or Conſcience, yet promiſing Quiet Liviag, and all 
Due SubjeRion to Government , they might have been thus tar more cxcu- 
ſable, that People would have had for 48 to have ſaid; Certainly ſmall 
Matters couldnot have induc'd theſe Men to this Diſgracetul Separation, nor 
any thing of this Life have tempt them to this ſo Great and Troubleſom 
(eration : But to take pet at a Ceremony, then Rend fromthe Church, ſet np a 
New Name and Model, gather People, raiſe Animoſity, and only make fit for Blows, 
by a Furious Zeal kindled in their Heads, againſt a few 1»eptie, meer Trifles 
and being utterly yanquiſht from theſe Proceedings, to become molt earneſt 
Citors for a Comprehenſion , though at the ſame time of hot Parſuir af- 

ter this Priviledge, to ſeck nothing more then to prevent. others of Injoy- 
ing the ſame Favour, under the Pretence of more Fundamental Difference , 
etainly, rhis ſhows that had ſuch Perſons Power, they would as well 

. ſal Ow of a Comprehenſion to thole who are the Aſlertors of thole Ce- 
monies they receed from, as that for meer Ceremonies they did at firſt 
ealouſly Diſſent, andever ſince remain more Unjuſtifiably Fierce for ſuch 
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| ed her Exile, but ſhe found them upon her Return, which they Oppoſed 


not, nor yet fince have any wayes ſought to inſtall themſelves in her Dis - 
nities, or enrich themſelves by her Preferments. We appeal then to all 
Sober Men, if what is generally call'd the Epiſcopal Party of Znzland can 
with Good Conſcience, and Truc Ho:our diſ-inherit thoſe of their Native 
i, Peace, and Protection, and leave them as Orphants to the 
wide World, indeed a Naked Prey to the Devourer, who from firſt to 
laſt have never been concerned, cither to endeavour their Ruin, or any ways 
withſtand their Return, whilſt it may be ſome of thoſe, who have been the 
moſt Vigorous in both, and that for Circumſtantial, and not Eſſential Differences, 
may be reputed more deſerving of a Comprehenſion,tnen we are of a Toleration, 
But ic will be yet lai*, Yo ire Inconſiſtent with Government, They are not, 
therefore Tou 4re Excluded not our of Partialtty,but Neceſſity. What Government 
beſides their own they are conſiſtent with, we leave on the ſide of Story to 
tell, who can better ipcak their Mind then we arc either able or Willing to 
do: Bur this give us leave to fay in geaeral, If any apprehend us to be ſuch as 
merit not the Care of our S»per:ours, becaulc ſuppos'd to be Deſtructive of the 
Government,lct us be cali'd forth by Name,and bor our Chargc;andif we are 
not able to anſwer the Unbyaſt Reaſon 0! Mankind, in reference to our 
Conſiſtency with the Peace, Quiet, Trade, Tribute of theſe Kingdoms, 
then, and not before, deny us all Protetion. But that Men ſhould be con- 
cluded before heard, and fo ſentenced for what they really are not, like 
Beheading them before they are Born. We do aver, dl can make it appear, 
that there is no one Party more Quiet, Subje&, Induſtrious and in the bot- 
tom of their very Souls, jms Lovers of the Good Old Engliſh Govern- 
ment and Proſperity of theſe Kingdoms among the Comprehended, then for 
ought we yet ſce, may be found among thoſe who are like to be unkindly 
Excluded; However if ſuch we were in any one Point, Cure rather then Kill us, 
and ſeek the Publick Good ſome cheaper Way then by eur Deſiruttion : Is there 
no Expedient to prevent Ruin? let Reaſon qualific Zealand Conſcience,Opinion. 

To Conclude, If the Publick may be ſecured, and Conſcience freely cx- 
ercis'd by all,tor che ſame Reaſons,it may be ſome(& ſince Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, is Liberty of Conſcience, and the Reaſons icr it, equivalent) We 
ſce not in the whole World, why any ſhould be depriv'd of That, which 
others for no better Reaſons are like to injoy. 

Let it not then be Unworthy of Such to remember, that God affords his 
Refreſhing $7 to Al; The Dung-hill is no more excepted then the moſk 
Delightful Planc,” and his Rain falls alike both upon the Juſt and Qunjuſt : 
He ſtrips noc Mankind of what ſuits their Creaturely Preſervation Chri- 
ſtians themſelves, have no more peculiar Priviledge in the Natural Benefits 
of Heaven, then Turks or Indians. Would it not then be ſtrange, that 1y- 
dels themſelves much leſs any Sort of Chr:ſftians ſhould be deprived of Na- 
tural Priviledges for mcer Opinion, by thoſe who pretend to be the Beſ? 
Servants of that God, who ſhows them quite an other Example, by the Un. 
verſality of his Goodneſs as Creator z And Believers in that Chriſt, who 
himſelf preacht the PerfeiFion of Lowe, both to Friends and Enemies; and 
laid down his Life to confirm it when he had done, It Men ſhould 
Love their Enemies, doubtlels they ought at leaſt to Forbear their Friends ; 
And though ſome Differences iaJudgment about Re/zg/c2 be a Suſicient Rea- 
ſon to excommunicate a Man the Air Eceleſiaſtical,yet nothing certainly of 
that Sort ought to dif- Priviledge Men of their Air Natural and Civil to 
breath freely in: And let that GooD our Superiours have obſerved to be 
the Fruit of Toleration, not be Weakned or Blaſted by an Untimely Cem- 
prehenfion of ſome, to the Excluſion of the Reſt; fince ihe Reaſon holds 
the ſame for the leſs Formidable Separatiſts, that may not be however any 
whit leſs Conſciencious. 

We will omit to mention, how much more Suitable it were to State 
Matters, that all Parties ſhould be kept upon au Equal Poize, a thing moſt 
True in it ſelf, and moſt Secure to the Publick Magiſirate: and will Con- 
clude at this time, That though We no wayes Defigne a Miſ- Repreſenting 
of any, much leſs their Exception, and leaſt of all their Perſecution ; yet, 
a Comprehenſion cither reſpecting the Perſons and their 2 walifications, or their 
Separation, and the Grounds and Reaſons of it, We ſeriouſly believe, can 
never be conſiſtent with that Conſcience, and Honor, and Wiſdom, and 
Safety, that ought to be the Mark, thoſe who are concern'd init, ſhould 
take their Aim by. Bur if a Comprehenſion ſhould at laſt be compaſt, it is 
not doubted by many Wiſe Men, but it will be found as [mpracticable as 
other ACTS more {eemingly Severe have been, andatlaſt will neceſſitate 
© that Well-Ordered Univerſal Toleration ot all, who both profeſs and 
PraQice Peace, obedience, Induſtry, and Good Life, which will beſt pleaſe Al- 
mighty God, and Rejoyce the Hearts of all Good Men. 


From Real Friends to King and Country. 
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